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babies and the cellar; Harris, quite passive at the telephone. After
a delay that seemed an age, he handed the instrument to Sir Edward
Henry, who said very quietly: "Dropped bombs on Whitechapel,
four or five killed, many injured. It then turned north and is now
dropping bombs on Stoke Newington. Any fires? Oh, a good many
fires, thank you," and rang off. We did not stand on ceremony. Sir
William Byrne ran upstairs with Mrs. McKenna to help to carry
down the children, and then we all trooped off to Scotland Yard to
hear the news. Sir John Simon spent his first night as Home Secretary
in the telephone room at the Yard. I walked home across the park.
It was a lovely clear night, but there was not a sign or sound of
Zeppelins, and the policeman on the beat in Kensington had not even
heard of the raid, at eleven-thirty.
It transpired later that no one in London saw the Zeppelins. Ninety-
two bombs in all were found, of which about thirty were high ex-
plosive, mostly small with a little propeller attached, which turned
during the descent and unscrewed the fuse. Fastened to each bomb
was a piece of stuff, like the leg of a stocking. Two children were
killed by these, but a good many failed to explode. The Zeppelin
dropped three very large high-explosive bombs; one made a huge
crater in Kingsland Road, one was found afterwards in a garden un-
exploded at a depth of eight feet, another had gone through the roof
and floor of a stable and was found seven feet deep. It weighed
150 pounds and would have done enormous damage, being
three feet in diameter. It appeared from these bombs that the Zeppelin
had followed the rails of the Great Eastern Railway as far as Bishops-
gate Station, where it dropped a bomb, and had then followed the
branch line towards Waltham Abbey powder factory, but it dropped
a bomb on the wrong side of the river and missed the factory alto-
gether. From Waltham Abbey it turned east, towards the coast, and
was not seen again.
June 5. Lord Lonsdale, who used to be a great friend of the Kaiser,
was asked what he thought of his friend now. His reply was: " It
only shows how careful one must be whom one makes friends with."
June 7. A Zeppelin was destroyed by Flight Sub-lieutenant Warne-
ford between Ghent and Brussels and another by the British army in
Flanders.